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‘In Barbados, 97 per cent of total retail floorspace 1Is
located within the ~soutbwesterﬁ urban belt, a staggering
over—concentration relative to the area and pqpulétion of
this zone. After a short introduction stressing the neglect

of retail change in the geographical literature on Third

World countries, the present paper briefly considers the
historical  genesis of this core—-periphery  structure,
relating it to the mercantile—capitalist periods. The

objectives of national urban devel meen‘t strategies since
the 1960s are also considered. An analysis of both the
modern and traditional components of the prescot —bday retai 1

system of Barbados 1is then provided. ) In the twentieth

century, change in retailing, especially the trend toward

large supermarketq, appears to be leading to further social

and spatial inequalities within the country. Strvcturally

and behaviourally, such patterns may bc viewed In terms of

Santos’ concept of the shared space..
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CORE-PERIPHERY KRELA TID.#S AND RETAIL CHAKGE IN A DEVELOPING

COUNTRY: THE CASE OF BARBADOS, VEST INDIES

INTRODUCTIOXN
Considering the interest that human gepgraphers have traditionally shown
in the structure of commercial activities on the one hand, and patterns of
" economic change and development on the other, it seems surprising that so
1ittle research has sought to explore the structure and disposition of
commercial activities in Third ¥orld countries. Vhat little work has been
undertaken in this generally neglected area has, by and large, been carried
out by development specialists rather than commercial geogméber*s. In
this regard, it is perhaps the work of Santos (1979) and; in particular,
his concept of the 'shared space” that has been most influential in the
field. In a recent conference paper, Guy (1986) has stressed that studies
of economic activities in Third World countries have come to be dominated
Ab_y considerations of small-scale traders, these normally being viewed in
' the context of the structure and role of the informal sector or the lower—
circuit of the urban economy. Thus, it is true that hardly any work has
endeavoured to examine the structure of the retail and commercial systems
Df developing countries taken as a whole. This is-a valid observation and
Guy go=s on to argue that in "those few sources where the whole spectrum of
retail activity is considered (e.§. Beauvjeu—-Garnier and Delobez, 1978;
Santos, 1979), most of the attention is given to ‘informal’ trading and
*formal’ retail activity tends to be summarised in a rather trivial .manne.r"
(Guy, 1966, p. 1). VWhilst this judgement might perhaps seem unpecessarily

dismissive of the highly detailed chapter that Beaujeu-Garnier and Delobez




provide under the title "commercial organisation in poor countries with a
free economy™ (Chapter 2,'p. 64-79), which _doés'cuntaih ruchk material on

uppar—circuit or formal retail concerns, the gemeral point is well-made.

Certainly, there is a burgeoning literature om periodic central place

s}'stems whfcb basically sees these as market responses to low levels of
effective demand, poor trarsport facil‘ities, poor storage and bandling
operations and tbé‘need for many individuals to remain as both producers
and mar}.t:etefé of conmodities. The same types of érgUment can, of course,
be appli‘ed to ez'piain'otbe.r forms of petty commodity trading such as
street hawkers and vendors in Third Vorid commercial systems. Here also
tber principal characteristics of the urban informal secior can be noted,
é.rpr&ssly ifs labour intensive nature, limited capital, ' direct and
pefsénalised vc:ontact with customers and the negligible fixed costs of
operations.

But, it is perhaps equally as important to observe that few Third V¥orld

cities are today to- be found which do not possess mnodern retail

developments, to some degree or another (see, for e.xamplé, Xabogunje, 1964;

Gwynpe, 1978; Faddison, Findlay-and Findiay,‘ 1984). 'These principally take
the form of supermarkets émd other large stores and also planned shopping
malls alang Festern Iines. It is this modern and capital iptensive
component in juxtapbs;ition with Qestiges of traditional retailing that the
| pzﬁent p.ﬁper s@s to emphasise in relation ito one small developing
. country, namely Barbados. Indeed, the central theme is that it is the wide
.vdivversity of retail forms and the essential combination of traditional and
modern facilities that currently represents Ftbe most salient cbamc.téristic
of the rétail systems of many; middle-income developing couniries suck as

Barbados. In fact, it is the central argument of this paper that such
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diversity can be seen as a further expression of a core-periphery type
patterning that typifies economic cbangé and development in the majority
of developing npations under capitalism. This argument is not only
exemplified in terms of the spatia,_l manifestation af-retailingrpatt’erﬁs in
Barbados, but equally with regard to the social implications of~ the
develgpment of large retail stores.

In the next section the background context is provided by considéripg
the wider historical develgpment of settlement and’ commercial patterns in
Barbados since its original colonisation. The overall present-day micro-
structure of retailing is then comsidered. Subsequently, the paper focusses
first on the nature of traditional forms of retail practice in Barbados, and
then on the development and social impact of modern supermarketing

operations. Finally, the wider implications of these developments are

considered.

THE DEVELOPKENT OF THE URBAK COMKERCIAL PATTERN OF BARBADOS:

K¥ERCANTILSK AND CAPITALISK .

In the Caribbean, the legacy of colonial settlement and subsequent
orientation to Vestern European economies is witnessed in a large number of
shared socio-economic characteristics, foremost among which are open
economies with agricultural orientations and marked tendenci&é towand
monoculture. In a spatial sense, the ;*ealjties of’ such patternsof
dependent development are witnessed most forcefully in the bigblj{ s}:gh*ed
and spatially uneven settlement patterns that are to be fm{nd throughout

the Caribbean region (Potter, 1985, 1986a, 18586b) .
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The key agent in this historical development was that of mercantile
trade, the progress of which served to focus settlement growth from the
first on the sheltered leeward coasts of the various - islands. Tbus,‘v
throughout the Caribbean region, lirear-coastal settlement patterns are
strikingly evident and present a graphic illustration of the appropriateness
of the "mercantile model” of‘settlye.me,ﬁt evolution suggested by James Vance.
(1970) as a socio-historical corrective to the tfaditianal tbeorj' of central.
places, In summary, Vance argued that the ceptral place model is one
which considers only endogenic demand, that is peeds and wants that arise
exclusively within an area, thereby rendering what is effectively a closed
settlement system. In. this sense, Vance maintains that the classical
.central place model is positively ‘Feudal' in. its conception. In contrast,
the mercantile model seeks to stress the vital role that bas been played by
exoggenic forces, for the source of change for developing countrieé was
external to the evolving settl‘ement s_ystem. The oputcome js tlie remarkable
linearity of setilement patterns that is mapped into the Vance model. The
first component of this linearity is the alignment of urban and commercial
fabri‘cs alcmg cdntinézz—tal coasts, and the second, the d_evelopme:nt agf linear
settlements along the routes which over time core to extend into staple
produycing MS. The model has béen reviewed in detail :élsewhere (Potter,
1885) and it c‘én bg argued that its principal merit is that it emphasises
that the high degree of urban primarcy and the li't‘_toral orientation of
settlement that are so characteristic of the Caribbean region are the ,dire;:t
products of a form of dependent development ‘and associated u:banifsation
(Robe.rfts, 1978), and >not the reflection of a lgg,ﬁ of development. Henée, a

pattern of spatially unequal or polarised growth emerged several hundred
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years ago with the strengthening of this symbiotic relationship between the
colony and colonial power.

The basic mercantile model can, of course, be‘ related to John
Friedmann's (1966) four stage core-periphery model, which at least initially
envisages the trapsition of spatially uvndifferentiated pre-industrial
economies to omes dominated by a single strong care, which siphons off
factors of production and results in the draining of the peripheral
regions. In the sequence Friedmann originally envisaged, a spcmténeous_

trend toward inter—-regional convergence occurred during the last two stages

of his model. However, subsequently, Friedmann changed his view, arguingi

rather that historical evidence supports continuing divergence and

‘disequilibrium rather than convergence.

This type of patterning fits well the realities of the historical

development of the macro-spatial commercial and settlement systems of

Barbados (see Potter, 1985). The island was discovered by tke Portuguese
in 1536, but was not settled until 1627. In 1625, an English ship
returning bhame from South America came bpon the island fortuitously. On
return the master reported his find to his employer, a rich merchant, Sir
Villiam Courteen. Courteen regarded the island as a potential location for
a tobacco plantation. Accordingly, in 1627, settlers'a_r‘rived and became
established at present day Holetown. - A yéar later, a rival group had
settled in the vicinity of Bridgetown. Svbsequently, the west coast
settlements of Speightstown in the north, and Oistins in the south were
established. In fact, this early pattern of settlement, geared 'to the
mother country still characterises the country today <Figure._ 1),
and developments in the twentieth century bave all served to bolster the

west coast urban zone. No matter which index of socio-economic structure is
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selected, a sharply divided map characterises this nation of only 430
square kilomelres. The parishes of St Kichael, Christ Church and St James
constitute the thriving core of the island, and the remaining areas its
unmistakable periphery. This pattern cannot be interpreted as the ouvtcome
of chance or haphazard processes operating in space, ﬁowevef, but the direct
outcome of the original pattern of unequal growth which bas becii
constantly bolstered and intensified during the last two hundred years of
capitalist development. In particular, the encouragement- of enclave light
manufacturing and the tourist indusiry as principal pillars of post-war
economic policy has resulted in continved polarisation within this coastal
linear urban zone. |

The avowed intention of physical development planning in Barbados since
its holistic inception in 1965, has been to neduce‘ such - inequalities in
development, principally by means of the decentralisation of ecopomic and
commercial activities away from the Bridgeta;fn core. The first npational
physical plan appeared in 1970 and suggested the development of a four-tier
national hierarchy of urban commercial centres. The 1970 plan was clearly
Iinspired by classical central place theory, and was almost utgpian in its
advocacy of a widely dispersed national hierarchy of settlements by the end
of plan year 1980. The Amended version of this plan was prﬁduced somewhat-
belatedly in 1983. Its aim is to rationalise and therefore plan with the
emerging linear urban corridor and to promoie the growth of cerftgin urban
and suburban sub-cores within it. In this light the plan is to expand
Oistins and Speightstown and the Varrens-Cave Hill area which. is situatec_ljé};
close to the University in the northern part of the parish of St. Hic,;baeld’"
In fact, in the last tem years both Speightstown and Oistins have already

been the sites for a number of commercial developments, including modern
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shopping plazas. Vhether these developments and the current measures
.adopted in the Amended Physical Development Plan will suoceed mains to be
seen, but ceratinly there is a real danger than the policy in seeking to
ratiopalise the existing situation of spatial polarisation will merely serve
to sﬁread developrent within the existing core area in a form of
concentrated deconcentration. This particular ‘a.r.gument is important in
that the present paper will basically suggest that recent changes in
retailing in Barbados are leadiﬁg to the infensif.fcation of a strong core-

periphery patterning of life-chances and life-styles in Barbados, and not

their amelioration.

THE PRESENT-DAY RETAIL PATTERN OF BARBADOS ‘

Surprisingly, little research has been carried out on either the development
of retail ma.fketing in Barbados, ar.present~day patterns of retailing in
the .country, and the present authors are npot aware of apything
comprehensive that bas been publisbed on this topic. Curiouslyveuobgb, the
1970 P.bysicél development plan included little‘pu retailing, despite the
fact that its primary objective was the decentralisation of' infrastructure
and activities, inclua'ing services, away from the primate core region of
Hetropolitan Bridgetown. The absence of a Geography or Planning Department
at the Cave Hill Campus of the University of West Indies and the relatively
low regard witb‘ which geography is held Qitbin the Caribbean in general
means that én‘ overtly spatial apprmcb to the analysis of sacio——ec@omic
issues is bonspicuous by its absence. It is tempting to conje::fure that

this lack of a spatial orientation is also in part attributable to the
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inflvence of living in a small island community where the geographical
realities of location seem very much to be taken for granted. Such
circumstances have also led to a situation where the types of basic
geographical surveys that one might expect to have been carried out during
the late 1960s and 1970s have not, in fact, been undertaken.

As a result of this dearth of fnfomatiou, the Department of Town and
Country Development FPlanning carried out a number of basic retail surveys
in connection with the publ.icaﬁon of the survey section of their amended
version of the Physical Development Flan, which as noted in the pfeviaus
section was published in 1983. In the absence of other more detailed data,
the first half of the account which follows is closely based on the data
collated in tbatA document,

The results of this survey of the distribution of r"etafl facilities in
Barbados reveal the omassive degree of spatial concentration that
characterises the island in this sphere, as well as in many others (Jable
1). The basic distribution of such facilities is depicted in Figure 2. The
mostk salient fact is that a staggering 97 per cent of the total estimated
retail floorspace of the entire country is located on the western and
southern linear urban corridor, whilst this area accounts for 77.93 per cent
of the national population and only 54.02 of its land area. ObvioL;sly, the
single greatest concentration of floorspace is found in Central Bridgetown,
with the city centre alone accounting for 69,259 sq. m. or 63 per cent of
the estimated national floorspace. The city centre dwarfs the remainder of
the npation’s retail céntms. The other urban areas of Speightstown,
Holetown and Oistins house the next g}*eatest concentrations of sha.ps, but
these contain only 8.0, 4.6 and 2.7 per cent of the npational estimated

floorspace respectively. The next most important retail areas tend to re-

©
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TABLE 1

The Size and Functional Compo°1t1on of the Pr1nc1pal Letal‘
" Centres in Barbados,

1680

Centre Floor-
space (m*)

Percentage Percentage
floorspace range of goods

Central Bridgetown 6@
Speightstown 8
Holetown 5
Oistins. ’ 2

259
861 .
056

N> @I

6
0
.6 67
7

100
62

Eagle Hall
Vorthing
Sargeants Village

Shoppers Centre
Rockdundo
Carlton

Gertz

4

2

2

Hastings 1
1

1

1

i

Six Cross Roads
Pandoras
Stanmore Crescent

(Source: Barbados Physical Dgygimpmuni

Table 5.5, p. 442
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emphasise the importance of the primate capital, for they comprise the nine
suburban commercial areas which are located in outer Bridgetown, and these

are shown and named in Figure 2. Virtually all of the suburban cenfre;s

have developed since 1965 and are generally based or relatively large~5cale _

supermarkets which have effectively created new commercial centres. A
naticeabie féatuz‘e. of the distribution of mtai]jng facilities in Barbados
is that outside these principal centres, although tbene' is & ‘scattvaring of
shops in isolated locations or sﬁal] clusters (Figure 2), there are no
significant concentrations in ény of the district centres that were
designated as growth paintsv in tbe‘ 1970 FPhysical Development Flan.

The structure of ‘mtailing facilities in Barbados is such that we can
talk about a typology "of céntréc, as Sbowu in Figure 3. At the upper end
of tfze retail s;’steﬁ, Central Bridgetown is primate, and A‘togetl'zer'witb the
three other major urban centres locatéd at Speigbtétoxme Holetown and
Distins respectively, accounts for pearly 80 per cent of the total retail
infrastructure of the pation. But the mosf saliept fact perhaps is that
the middle ranks of the national retailing bieranchy are entirely accounted
for by the pine suburban ACED}'EI‘EZS‘ lozated in Bridgetown, thereby furthber
stressing the capital 's jzfpartéuce. - This typo]ogy is perhaps best
appreciated if a measuré qf funct.'ionalv impo;rftance‘is taken rather than one
- of absolute size. As a part of their survey work, the planping team looked
at the frequency of occurremce of some twerty selected function.s arong the

retail centres. The key functional traits identified in this anélysis were:

market, supermarket or minimart, grocer/bar, other food sales, fogtwear,.‘

pharmacist, furniture or office supplies, vehicle sales, stationery. and
books, travel agents, betting and garbling, beauty salon, cloithes clearper,

photographic supplies, photocopying, florists, and gifts or crafts. Tke

&
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percentage occurrence of these functions in each of the centres is denoted

in the final column of Table 1. Central Bridgetown is the only location at

which all these goods can be obtained, whilst the oth‘er major certres

" supply between-24- and- S&fper' cent of them. Although quite smzall irn terzs

of its overzll size, tke centre at Six (Cross Koads, in fact, provides as -

rany functions as Iits suburban counterparts, reflecting its rural ceptral
place mpartance within the south east of the country.
However, the most striking feature revealed by the above znalysis is the

disparity between the urban core of Barbados and tke rural periphbery.

A1though the Amended Fhysical Development FPlan  argues thkat the four

principal urban centres of Speiglztsto#n, Holetown, (istins and Bridgetown

each kave ‘'east-ward service areas which as an aggregate cover the entire’

country, thus reflecting the complete dependency of the rural aress on the -

western/southern centres for the higher-order conmmercial services” (p. 45),
. this statement underplays the overall primacy of Bridgetown. Certainl);, it
is hard to believe that the rural residents of St Andrew parish will npot
be more drawn to Bridgetown than to Speigbtstoh'n given the radial nature

of the national transport network and the geographical realities of

community belonging In Barbados. The overall disparity within the country

is well-exemplified by calculations of floorspace prov_iéions per capita for
» the eleven vadm:vinistrative pariélzes. T.bé level of ;provision is as ﬁigb as
0.8 sq. m. per capita in both metropolitan St, ¥ichael and St. Peter and
drops to 0.3 in St James and Christ Church. In all the remaining parigbes
however this figure .is' well below 0.1. The same disparity is also

suggested if we look at the average number of perscns per shkop in the

eleven parishes. The results shown in Table 2 indicate that a level of

pmirisiau well below the national average is characteristic of the rural

14
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TAELE 2

The Distribution of Retail Outlets in Barbados by
Administrative Parish and Person-Shop Ratios, 1980

&; —

Parish Kumber Population Persons

of shops 1980 per shop
St Hichael 442 99 953 226
Christ Church . 159 _ 40 790 256
St James 95 17 255 i81 .
St Peter . ' 78 10 717 137
St George 42 17 361 413
St Thomas 48 10 709 .223
St Philip 46 18 662 405 .
St John 21 10 330 492
St Joseph 19 7 211 379
St Andrew : 18 6 731 374
St Lucy 27 9 264 343
Totals 995 248 983 250

15



parishes of St. lucy, St. Andrew, St. Joscph, St. Johp, St. Prilip ard St

George.

TRADITIOKAL RETAILIKG IN BARBADUS

Before turning to a fuller ana]ysis of the nature and developz)entl of mwodern
capital-intensive retailing in Barbados, it is necessary to consider briéfly
traditional forms of retailing. There are‘ two components to this sector,
referred to respectively as the rum shop and the hawker or street verdor.

The former have been considered. from a primarily sociological viewpoint by

Stoute and Ifill (1979, p.146), who define a rum shop as 'a retail outlet’

for that Iintoxicating by-product of sugar, well known. the ]ehgtb and

breadth of the Caribbean”. As the authors of this piece stress, the rum

shop does much more than sell liquor, acting as it does as a peeting place

and an informal community cenire and catering to the leisure and social
needs of the local population. In fact, in many instances, the proprietors
" of rum shops also possess licences to sell foodstuffs, pormally tipned
meats apd vegetables and other frequently-demarded ‘pnyvisions. Thus,
Stoute and Ifill note ithat the front section of rvmw shops cften represent
" villages’ sole retail 'oﬁt‘let for gfo:erie:s, kerocene, o1l a;-d other geuer_?z]
provisions. - They also stress the operation of gepnder scgregatior betwecn

the front shop and the exclusively male preserve of the backroor bar. 1t

is these types of establishments which make up. the bulk of the isolated

stores which form the fifth level of the retail hierarchy supplyihg the
rural areas of Barbados v(Figure 2 and 3). In ‘this study published in

1979, the total pumber of rum shops in Barbados was given as 897, of which

16
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over half were located in the metropolitan parish of St Kichael (52.8 per
cent), and a further 11.5 per cent in Christ Church. The remaiping eleven

parishes contained between 2.5 and 6.2 per cent of the country's total.
Clearly, if the data oo which Figure 2 is based are to be trusted, then only
a relatively small proportion of ‘all rum shops alsp possess gIocery
licences. Such establishments are still very much a part of the Barbadian

pnational scene and must be viewed as very important components of the
lower circuit retailing system of the country.

The other major compopent of traditional retailing practice in Barbados
is that of street bhawking, which even in the 1920s was second only to the
occupation of seamstress in the national employment league table. In a
review of one type .of street hawker, the nutseller, Crichlow ~(1979) has
stressed how at a time of poar transport infrastructure, it was the hawker
who retailed foodstuffs in rural environs. But with an inadequate number
of retail cutlets, the hawker was equally to be found in the city streets

selling her merchandise. The author records how during the 1930s, the

. geperic occdpatiou of hawking did much to ameliorate the worst effects of

unexployment for many. Traditionally hawkers have. been poor white Ifolk,

whilst their suppliers were prosperous and white. Crichlow records how

the development of more extensive forms of fixed retailing during the
twentieth century resulted in compensatory changes in kawking. Vith regard
to the nputseller, for example, the original focus of her cperations was
normally schools, but later due to increasing 'competition among vendors,
fairs and cricket matches became favourite haunts. The major .cbange in
strategy came however with the development of .tlze modern retail secfor, for
the ensving competition necessitated not only a change in locationm, but also

in product range. Thus, the hawker diversifed bher product to include

17
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copsumer goods ‘thus far not to be found in the stores, and chapged

location from the school to the bus terminal in order to better serve the
‘commuting public.

It is important to stress here that the traditional retailing system of
Barbados cannot be s_éen as entirely separate from the fanzzalr sectaf, a
point stressed in particular by Beaujeu-Garnier and Delobez (1979). This is
so for itwo reasons.
systens bavfe evolved side by side through the twentieth century. Secondly,
although it is true that rural areas are largely dependent on supplies
obtained through rum shop grocery stores, the urban areas are characterised
by all types of retail orgapisatiom, both formal and informal, modern and
traditional, 'pétty commodity trading and capital intensive. Functionally,
the operation of a true shared space between the formal and informal
sectors can be identified, whilst at the broader spatial scale this Is
dovetailed with a core-periphery pattérn. Indeed on such & small island,
the trips of consumers and producers both serve to interlink the various
components of the retail system, the price being paid in terms of the time,
effort and expense of overcoming the friction of distance, the saliept point

to which we shall return shortly.

THE DEVELOPKENT AND SOCIAL IMPACT OF SUPERMARKETING IF

BARBADOS

The advent and popularity of one-stop supermarket shopping in Barbados can
be said to coincide roughly with the expansion of mass tourism io the

Island in the early 1960s. Vhether the association was causal is debatable,

18

Firstly, as the above account demonstrates, the two
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but it seems to be no coincidence that, with few exceptions, the location of
such modern forms of retailing outlets is to be found in metropolitan
Bridgetown and -alongside the southern and western strips of coastal
development, as previously stressed. ~ Vhilst it can also be argued that
this pattern of copsumerism is derived from tourism’s demonstration effect,
at the same time, it should be realised that with appmximately 70 pe.r,éfent
of all households currently possessing a television set, Barbadians gzave
long since been exposed to this facet of metropolitan life. Others, of
course, have experienced the phenomenon directly by travelling to the
United States and Europe on a regular basis.

The mercantile cammunitj in Barbados, which historically merged with the
white planter - interests through the processes of corparatisatian‘ and
intermarriage, has been prepared to satisfy (some would say to createA):tbis
new consumer demand. - The upper layer of Barbadian commerc(ial interests
comprises a - complicated network of . interlocking ’dinector,at’es, which
together form what 1is commonly referred to as "The Big Six" group of
companies. All are in the main white dominated, and tkus representative of
4.0 per cent of the national population, and from.a position of virtual
monopoly have a stranglebold on the import sector of the economy. Indeed,
much of their power is derived from the general >pro.f:ess of amalgamétion
and the sheer size of their operations when compared with the small
busi;nesses of the local black entrepreneurs whose limited success scme
would argue they gemerally try to stifle.

4 brief consideration of the control of the major supennar}fefs copfirms
the foregoing analysis. One retail chain, kpnown as ,Supementre, has four

strategically located outlets. One of these is in the city centre, close to

the new central bus terminal, whilst another is situated in a rétail centre

19



serving a middle-class residential area, that of Rockdundo to the north of
Bridgetown (see Figure 2). The remaining two supermarkets are to be found
in malls adjacent to the tourist belt. Supercentre is a subsidiary of Da

Costa's, one of the Big &Six, which also contruls the. Gardiner Austin

Company. Another commercial group, Goddard’s Enterprises. has two

supermarkets, one located on the south coast, another in the rapidly
expanding northern outskirts of Bridgetown. This highly successful family

business has its offices in C.F. Harrison's, one of the major departmental

stores to which it is linked commercially. Goddard’s is also involved in’

the tourist business through the ownership of hotels and control of tbé
Barbados Flight Kitchen, the sole supplier +to the Grantley Adams
International Airpaort. The group has add;itiona] interests established in
one or two of the pearby Caribbean islands. 4s with Da Costa's, the
composition of the board of directors and management Is predominantly
white. R.L Seale is another successful white businessman who operates from
a large drj"gaods warehouse situvated to the north of the city, and who
represents the island's commercial interests in the Sepate. He has two
supermarkets as well, one known as Carlton, the other Al, botk of these
stores being located in the parish of St Kichael.

Vhile - the above cater to an expanding lower middle to middle class
clientele, two other large concerns seek to promole a distinctly up-market
image. UOne is known as Big B and is located on the Worthing section of
the south coast, whilst the other is J.B.s Kaster Mart at Sargeants Village,
Christ Church. The former establishment looks after the inte.resté bf the
Bourne family and is run by a Kr Edwards. The latter belon;gs to
Mr J.B. Simpson, hence the initials, who unlike some of bhis ‘'redleg”

competitors can trace his ancestry back to the original English settlers.
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' The-case.of J.B's¥ is particularly fascinating as it serves to highlight
the complex interconnections  which exist among conmercial interests in
Barbados. Back in the early 1960s, prior to the gairing of independence,
the Simpson, Bourne and Goddard families decided to open a supermarket on
the Vorthing ’tourist coast and christened the store with the name of tke
first mentioned family. The three-way partnership endured for some years,
after which time J.B. Simpson decided to sell his interest to his remaining
“two collezgues. Bourne latter followed suite and with the proceeds was able
‘to establish DBig 'B. The Goddards held on for a while longer, but with
another outlet just a few hundred yards away, eventuzlly saw little sense in
retaining Simpson’s as a supermarket. The store was therefore converted to
a hardware and variety goods emporium under tke name Star Discount.  Ip
the méantime, Kr' Simpson had bought and sold an botel and became a
'sig;uifica"nt ‘shareholder in the largest Broad Street store of Cave Skephkerd.
However, it was ~still his ~ ambition to be the owner—gperator of a
s‘i)per'uzjar}:éf. Eventually, an opportunity arocse and JB Simpson was able to
lease a suitable property which became the Al supermarket. Some four or
five years afterwards his ultimate dream became a reality and he was able
to sell Al to R.L. Seale and to set up his own KEaster Kart on three aér*es
of land, the store Iitself .compirsing some half an acre of floorspace.
Today, at some 22,000 square feet, this is the largest of all the island’s

supermarkets and there are plans for contirued ez:panéion. Currently, the

F - The pafsria] for this Facifen Is largeiy derived [frob 3 persenzl anfervise wiih lr

Simpson op dpril 20tk 1986, for which the avihors express their gratitede,
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store is retailing selected Sainsburys goods although at the present time
tbere'appears to be some doubt on the part. of the UK firm as to whether
they are willing to continue w.ftb this arrangeﬁ:ent. |

Une other type of operator may briefly be alluded to an»d‘ that is the
discount business based on bulk purchase. AAt the pr&cént time there is one
such establishment in Barbados which offers supefmarket type items at
reduced prices. This establishment 1‘5 known as General Traders Company
and is meptioned here because it falls under the financial wing of another
influential member of the Big Six group of companies, pamely Plantations
Tradipg Limited.

The afarementioned concerns operate modern and relatfve]y large
supermarkets which cater for the upwardly mobile, and as we bé?e stressed,
‘control of tkem all rests in the hands of the elite minority commercizal
group. Such rivalry as exists is generally of a quite frjebdly'natum, for
many of the proprietors are related by kinship and otherwise share the
same ou_tsidé interests, such as horse racing, for example. They also have
the opportunity for meeting socially at embassy receptions, for ipstance, as
their bhosts on such oocésions are frequéntl y their customers.

By contrast, the older smaller concerns maﬁaged by Pblack entrepreneurs
tend to cater to the lower end of the market. Even ‘cbaj'ns suck as Excel,
Shamrock and Ricks =zre largely Patmnised by working class black
consumers. Such retail eStablishments tend to be Ilocated in the poorer
urban | areas of Bridgetowﬁ and Speigbtstom,. with their customers
travelling to them by bus or on foot from nearby depressed bausi;zg areas.
In contrast to the more sophisticated supermarkets, they tend -nat to

possess car parks. Their few rural outlets are not much more than village

stores, although they do carry more than the basic provisions that are

)
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customarily offered by rural rum shops. Closely allied to these chains are

the medium to small-sized family operated black buéin%ses. Although these
are even to be found in the tourist zopes and rural districts, they most
closely resemble minimarts and indeed many are so named. Usually tl’ze:vir
prices are no cheaper, and ‘frequently far more expepsive than tbe large
modern establishments which regularly feature loss leaders and spec.zalsas

a result of bulk purchasing and bhigh turnover.

COKRCLUSIORS: CORE-FPERIPHERY AND THE SHARED SFACE IN BARBADOS

The consequences of retail ’cbange in the post-1960 périod inV‘Barbados
seem quite clear, in that the process has generally served to intensify the
core-periphery structure that characterises so mapy aspects of sociaz and
economic life in the country. The outcome has been a highly polarised ;%ap
of shopping opportunities. Although there are functional and | spétiél
linkages between them, in terms of both the movement of produce and
consumers, it is correct to talk of the modern and traditional secéor*s af
the Barbadian retail system, and further, to acknowledge that these tyées
are at least in part spatially defined, although as stressed earlier it
would be erroneous to regard these as comprising quite separate sys?e.ms.

Thus, the urban and tourist zones are characterised by modern supermarkets,

#bicb generally sell a very high proportion of imported goods, especially

food stuffs. These stores, or more accurately suburban retail centres,’
cater to expatriots, tourists and the indigenous upper middle and -upp er
classes. But the metrppolitan area of Bridgetown is also, of -oourse, the

locus for the street vendor, attesting to the _camp]ex interrelation of the
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two sectars. The rural areas of Barbados are however characterised by a
.much more homogeneous pattern of retail provision, consisting principally
of the rum shop grocery, a few minimarts and small chain supermarkets.

In recent publications, both of the present authors have pointed ’to ‘tbe
strong and continuing social and spatial inequalities which pervade
Barbadian social and economic life. For example, Dann (1984, 1986) bhas
looked at various aspects of the quality of life of people in Barbados and
the provision of health services and has stressed such ipequality. Here a
basic divide is made in terms of four types of area: urbapn (St Kichael),
suburban (St James, St Peter, Christ Church), rural 1 {areas of growth} (St
Fhilip, ,St George), and rural 2 {areas of declipe) (St Lucy, St Thomas, St
Andrew, St Joseph and St Jobp). In a remarkably similar vein, but using
the results of sacl’al—psycbolbgical surveys, Potter (1986a) had produced
the following classification of Barbadian edministrative areas: Highly
developed/non-agricultural: St Michsel, St James, Christ Churck; Intermediate
1: St Peter; Intermediate 2: St George, St Thomas, St Fhilip; and finally,
less developed/agrjcultural; St John, St Joseph, St Lucy and St Anvdrewi. As
might be expected, the saliént peint is  that developments in retailing
correspond almost exactly with these socio-ecopomic divisions. In
particular, those who live in the most disadvantsged parts of the islana,
the parishes of St Lucy, St Andrew, St Joseph, and St Jobn are faced with
sometbing.af a dilemma. Either they can travel by public trausport.in
search of bargains from large supermarkets, at tbke expense of time,
phbysical effort and a two-way bus fare, or else tkey can skop lo:‘:ally and
face inflated prices for items whkick arc pot gévefmment coutra]led.: Ip

such a manner, the already existing social welfare disparities in Barbados

are Ifurther reinforced, with the poor baving to pay proportiopnately more
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than the affluent for the pecessities of life. It is primarily in this

regard that we can talk of the existence and operétiop of a strong core-’

periphery pattern of retailing In Barbzdos, and one wkich will require much

change for even a basic improvement to occur.:
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